Information for Students and Parents
Higher education activities and the Uni Connect programme

Higher education outreach activities are aimed at showing students the higher education opportunities available at
college and university, and how completing a higher education course can benefit their job prospects. The activities
may also work to support student academic confidence and attainment.

The Uni Connect Programme (UCP) - formerly the National Collaborative Outreach Programme (NCOP) - aims to
increase the number of students progressing to university and higher education, regardless of their background. The
HeppSY team are a collection of practitioners who deliver impartial information advice and guidance related to Higher
Education progression. You may have the opportunity to take part in activities such as university campus visits,
summer schools, finance workshops and other higher education opportunities. HeppSY and their partners! are being
funded by the Office for Students (OfS) to undertake such outreach activities with students at your school or college
to let you know about the benefits of going into higher education. More information about HeppSY and its partners
can be accessed through the links below:

HeppSY - https://www.heppsy.org

Higher Education Progression Partnership (HEPP) — https://www.hepp.ac.uk/

Sheffield Hallam University (SHU) — https://www.shu.ac.uk/about-us/schools-and-community-outreach
The University of Sheffield (TUoS) - https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/schools

Why do we need to collect data and evaluate higher education activities?

To make sure the activities we provide are useful and effective for students, we need to gather certain information
which we use purely for monitoring, research, and evaluation purposes. Under data protection law we are able to
process this data because the activities are a task
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Secure storage of the student data will be done using the Higher Education Access Tracker (HEAT). The HEAT service
and database is a national database which is used to record the students attending outreach activities, with the aim
of following their potential progression towards higher education. The data protection and storage processes set in
place by HEAT ensure that the data is stored securely and not shared without your permission. For research and
evaluation purposes only, data held on HEAT may be shared with educational organisations such as government
departments or contracted agencies, including: The Department for Education, UCAS, OfS, organisations contracted
by the OfS to undertake the national UCP evaluation (including CFE Research and Ipsos Mori) and the Higher Education
Statistics Agency.

The HEAT privacy notice can be found below:

HEAT Privacy Notice

Data sharing and protection

Data will be processed and shared in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation UK (GDPR) and Data
Protection Act 2018, as well as all legislation enacted in the UK in respect of the protection of personal data. As Uni
Connect is a collaborative programme, th
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